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Up hill, down dale took headlong course 3
While footmen, humble folk and plain.
Were all made prisoners or slain.25                                      1,640
HE  CAPTURES  THE   IMPERIAL   STANDARD
Great was the battle 5 all around
Horses were strewn upon the ground.
Hauberk and banner, lance and sword
Lay scattered pell-mell on the sward,
While burdened steeds tottered and fell.
Seeing his men could not repel
Our onslaught and that more and more
Our strength increased, the emperor
Unto the mountain top withdrew 26
With his Greek and Armenian crew,                                    1,650
Abandoning to us the ground.
When Richard, king of England, found
That he had thus taken to flight,
Leaving his troops in sorry plight, -
The king came on the man who bore
The standard of the emperor
And struck him down, and took in hand
The standard, and gave his command
That it be guarded carefully.-7
He saw their beaten forces fly                                              1,660
As flies a whirlwind 5 many a head
And many a wounded body bled.
He gave no order to pursue:
He could not catch them, well he knew,
Already our Franks, brave and strong,
Had given chase two full leagues long.
25 The Itlmrarmm (p. 193) tells how Richard personally unhorsed Isaac, but the
Greek got a new horse and escaped.
30 The mountain top here referred to is the plateau region of northern Cyprus\ Isaac
retreated toward Nicosia, which is in the high country north of the southern plain.
27 Richard sent this standard as an offering to St. Edmund's Bury monastery. (Dug-
dale, Monasticon dnglicanumt III, 105.)